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Our carbon footprints affect the environment every day. We affect it by the 
amount of trash and plastics we use, by the amount of water we use daily, and by 
our unbridles use of energy. It gives off pollution and harms the environment in 
may ways, for example the ozone layers depleting will cause higher earth average 
temperature. 
 
 

When people are not careful to properly dispose of  trash and household toxic 
substances, wild animals suffer. Many animals are injured, become ill, and die each 
year due to human carelessness with litter and pollution. Animals can swallow or 
get entangled in many of the litter items people leave in the environment. They 
can also ingest toxic substances like motor oil and pesticides, which are often 
dumped into storm drains and end up in our waterways 



Littering harms the environment because not everything will disintegrate so it lies 
there to rot and animals can be walking along, smell your trash, eat it, and die.  

It gives off pollution and harms the environment in may ways, 
for example the ozone layers depleting will cause higher earth 
average temperature. Cigarette butts, snack wrappers and take-
out food and beverage containers are the most commonly 
littered items. Cigarettes are one of the most insidious forms of 
litter: Each discarded butt takes 12 years to break down, all the 
while leaching toxic elements such as cadmium, lead and arsenic 
into soil and waterways. 



 
 
Lots of litter ends up in rivers and streams where it slowly 
dissolves and releases toxins into the water. Water 
pollution is bad for us if it gets into our drinking water. 
Those toxins also get into fish and other creatures that live 
in the water, which hurts them and is bad for us because 
we like to eat those things. It's obvious that litter attracts 
pests such as rats and roaches. Food scraps or containers 
left on the street give these pests something to eat and a 
reason to stick around. These pests can affect health by 
spreading infectious diseases. 
But litter doesn't only make you sick because of pests. 
Research suggests that litter might lead to poor health 
because it signals that the community is not cared for. 
 



Oil that has been spilled has an enormous effect on the environment, 
especially wildlife. Oil sticks to fur and feather and will become sticker the 
longer it remains on their bodies. Oil affects the environment when it has been 
spilled. Oil spills can come from damaged pipelines, tankers, and offshore oil 
rigs. The oil from spills coats everything it touches. Plants are damaged and 
areas including wetlands are unsuitable for wildlife when oil has been spilled 
and reaches them. Oil soaks into the water and damages the ecosystem by 
contaminating or killing marine life. Oil coats the feathers of birds and can be 
deadly because it leaves them vulnerable to the elements when their insulation 
and waterproofing are gone.  



When people litter, wild animals suffer. Many animals are injured, become ill, and die each 
year due to human carelessness with litter and pollution. Animals can swallow or get 
entangled in many of the litter items people leave in the environment. They can also ingest 
toxic substances like motor oil and pesticides, which are often dumped into storm drains 
and end up in our waterways. When people are not careful to properly dispose of of trash 
and household toxic substances, wild animals suffer. Many animals are injured, become ill, 
and die each year due to human carelessness with litter and pollution. Animals can swallow 
or get entangled in many of the litter items people leave in the environment. They can also 
ingest toxic substances like motor oil and pesticides, which are often dumped into storm 
drains and end up in our waterways 
 




